In the last decades mobile phones and the World Wide Web have revolutionized communication, providing fresh evidence that language is a dynamic instrument which can evolve with the times and adjust to new contexts. The purpose of this chapter is to investigate the extent of that capability by examining a corpus of linguistic material used in electronic communication: on the one hand, ready-made text messages (AFAIK, CWOT) and widely-used vocabulary items (Gr8, B4, pls); on the other hand, lexical creations relating to the general field of electronic communication, for example, terms such as WiFi, blog or cyberslacking. The study covers three aspects: the morphological mechanisms used to create these novel formations, the motivations underlying creativity, and the implications of this fieldrestricted creativity for everyday language.
